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The Tag Collector is a web interfaced database application for rel ease nmanagenent.
The tool is tightly coupled to CVS, and also to CMI, the configurati on managenent
tool. Devel opers can interactively select the CVS tags to be included in a build, and
the conplete build commands are produced automatically. Other features are provided
such as verification of package CMI requirenments files, and direct links to the
package docunentation, making it a useful tool for all ATLAS users

The software for the Atlas experinent contains about 1 MSLOC. It is organized in over
50 cont ai ner packages contai ni ng about 500 source code packages. One or severa

devel opers mmintai n each package. ATLAS devel opers are wi dely distributed
geogr aphi cal | y.

The Tag Col |l ector was designed and inpl enented during the sunmer of 2001, in response
to a near crisis situation. It has been in use since Septenber 2001. Until this tinme
the ATLAS librarian constructed a build of the software rel ease after a cascade of
e-mai |l s from devel opers; comrunicating the correct CVS code repository version tag of
their respective packages. This was subject to all sorts of hunman errors, and
inefficient in our multi-tine zone environnent. In addition, it was difficult to
nanage the contents of a release. It was all too easy for a prolific devel oper to
introduce a well-intentioned change in his package just before a build, often with
unsuspect ed border effects. Devel opers were also asking for regular, and frequent
devel oper buil ds.

The tool has proved extrenely successful, and features that are outside the scope of
the original design have been requested. Requirenents for a new version were

coll ected during 2003, culmnating in a formal review in Decenber 2003. The new
version is currently being designed. It will be nore flexible and easier to naintain.
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